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She lived mostly through Nassim, who has been educated largely
abroad and whose rare lively visits brought some life to the house. But
to ally her own active curiosity about the world, she subscribed to books
and periodicals in the four languages which she knew as well as her
own, perhaps even better, for nobody can think and feel only in the
dimensionless obsolescence of Arabic. (Durrell 1962, 408)
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The Alexandrians themselves were strangers and exiles to the Egypt
which existed below the glittering surface of their dreams, ringed by the
hot deserts and fanned by the bleakness of a faith which renounced
worldly pleasures; the Egypt of rags and sores, of beauty and
desperation. Alexandria was still Europe-the capital of Asiatic Europe,
(Durrell 1962, 509)
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He did not recognize her at all! "Leila!" he cried (it was almost a groan)
pretending at last to identify and welcome the image of his love (now
dissolved or shattered forever) in this pitiable grotesque- a fattish
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Egyptian lady with all the marks of eccentricity and age written upon
her appearance. (Durrell 1962, 620)
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She cried aloud: "I implore you to help" and suddenly, to his intense
humiliation, began to moan and rock like an Arab. (Durrell 1962, 622)
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There is no Other; there is only oneself facing ever the problem of one's
self-discovery! (Durrell 1962, 729).
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